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Those who heard the discourse, will observe when reading 
it, that a few sentences are printed, which the time would not 
permit to be delivered. 


A 


SERMON, &c. 


PSALM XC. 6. 


IN THE MORNING IT FLOURISHETH AND GROWETH UP, IN 
THE EVENING IT IS CUT DOWN AND WITHERETH.” 


Ar the request of the young person, whose remains 
are this evening to be committed to the bosom of the 
earth, I now stand up to speak in this place. It was 
not her desire that I should be called to pronounce 
her eulogy, or to relate particularly, in what manner, 
and by what means, her affections were removed 
from the vanities of this world, and became attached 
to Christ and to heaven. It was not, we presume, 
to gratify any improper feelings, any fondness for 
singularity, that she desired a discourse might be 
delivered at the time of her interment. It was not 
for her benefit, it was not to perpetuate her deeds, or 
preserve a remembrance of her name, that she re- 
quested the present exercise ; but we believe it was 
for ithe benefit of the living, it was, that occasion 
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might be taken from her frailty and early death, to 
remind the young, more especially, of the uncertain- 
ty of all things temporal, and to beseech of them, as 
it were, in her name, and from the world of spirits, to 
give their first and most earnest attention to the great 
concernments of religion, and of another world. 
Should I, in any measure, be able to second what we 
may suppose were the good wishes of our amiable 
departed young friend, I shall not regret that I con- 
sented to this service. 

The words from which I am to discourse to you 
at this time, are peculiarly suited to the occasion. 
The young person, whose lifeless body is now be- 
fore us, was in the morning of her temporal exist- 
ence. Before the fatal disease had fixed upon her, 
which wasted her strength, and confined her to the 
bed of death, she appeared as the tender grass when 
it groweth up, and as the flowers of the field. Alas, 
how soon has the grass withered and the flower fad- 
ed! But under the most afflicting dispensations of 
providence, we may not complain. We will rather 
bless God, when He takes to himself such of our be- 
loved friends, as by a wise disciplinc, He hath pre- 
pared for a higher state, and for more perfect enjoy- 
ment. An holy apostle was directed to write, 
‘* Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, from 
henceforth ; yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours, and their works do follow them !” 
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We praise such as have thus died, more than the 
living that are yet alive ! 

The present life is a life of trial. The state which 
We are now in, is a state of moral discipline. We 
are exposed to a variety of temptations. Although 
a gracious heavenly Father is willing to grant all 
needed assistance to those who humbly look unto 
Him, in the present feeble condition of our nature, 
we are liable to err. Many others, many of our fel- 
low subjects, who appeared not more liable to fall 
before temptations than we are, have fallen. We also 
may fall. Certainly then a favour is bestowed on those 
who, by the guidance of the spirit of God, and by a 
diligent use of the means, which He hath appointed, 
are prepaired for advancement; when they are called 
to enter into that more exalted and more perfect state, 
where nothing shall interrupt their happiness forever. 
Those who have well passed through their state of 
probation, and have been admitted into the heaven- 
ly world, are certainly more blessed than the most 
highly favoured among mortals. The most highly 
favoured among mortals, have yet trials to endure, 
have yet temptations to resist, have yet death to suf- 
fer. Death we all dread. It is called the king of 
terrors. We fear his attack. If we are not afraid 
to be dead, few if any among the children of men can 
say, they nave no dread of that change, which we 
call dying. We therefore pronounce those blessed, 


6 

who have finished all sufferings, who have passed 
through all that God had appointed for them to pass 
through, and have entered into the society of pure 
and holy spirits in heaven. Yi : 

If we have reason to hope, the spirit of our belov- 
ed young friend, whosc lifeless body is now before 
us, hath joined the society of kindred spirits in heay- 
en, and is now partaking of the happiness, which 
Jesus hath prepared for all who love him, we may 
indeed pronounce her blessed. We cannot desire 
that she would leave those holy regions, and again 
mingle with sinful creatures; again to suffer, and 
again to die. In the morning she flourished and 
grew up; she appeared as the flower of the field ; 
but before the evening, yea, before midday, she hath 
been cut down, and is withered. When we call to 
mind the blooming health which animated that coun- 
tenance, the expectation and hope, which gave lively 
expression, were we to indulge our natural feelings, 
we might say, why was that form so soon changed ? 
Why was our young friend so soon taken from her 
parents, and the society of those who loved her ? 
Why did health so soon forsake her? Why so soon | 
confined to the bed of sickness? Why so soon con- 
sumed by a disease which baffles the skill of the phy- 
sycians? Why so soon is she numbered among the 
dead ? But when nature is disposed to raise her voice 
against the afflicting and mysterious ways of Provi- 
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dence,religion comes to our relief,and faith carries our 
views to a better world. Why mourn the loss of a 
few years; yea,of many years,in the present condition 
of imperfection and guilt? Why mourn that our 
friends, that our children are taken away from us 
when young ? Although young, they may be better 
prepared to leave this world, and enter the world of 
spirits, than many who are suffered to continue to 
old age. We are not to estimate life, by the length 
to which it is sometimes protracted. ‘‘ Honourable 
age,’’ said a wise observer, ‘‘ is not that which stand- 
eth in length of time, nor that is measured by num- 
ber of years. But wisdom is the grey hair unto man, 
and an unspotted life is old age.”’ 

However painful the affliction which parents feel, 
when promising children are taken from them, those 
virtues and good qualities, which render our children 
lovely and precious, while they are with us, forbid 
our indulging immoderate grief, when they are taken 
away from us. The virtues and good qualities, which 
are sometimes manifested by those who are young, 
are evidence, that, by the grace of God, they are pre- 
paired for higher employments, and nobler entertain- 
ments, than can be expected in this present evil 
world. Although young, they may have the princi- 
ples of true religion, they may have piety, they may 
have meekness and humility, they may in a good 
measure, be prepared for the society of angels, and 
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of the spirit of the just made perfect. Mourn not 
“therefore when such children are taken from you; 
but rather be thankful for the satisfaction which your 
children gave while living, and for the hope you 
have, that now they are absent from the body, they 
are present with the Lord. 

Tt cannot indeed be expected, that we wholly sup- 
press the feelings of sorrow, when bereaved of those 
whom we loved, although we have good reason to 
believe it is well with them. We feel the loss. 
We are made lonely by their absence ; but faith bids 
us wipe away our tears. Our children and our 
friends, who have died in the Lord, have finished 
their sufferings and their labours, and have entered 
into rest. However painful the separation, we can- 
not wish them to return to us. “We congrat- 
ulate them. We pronounce them blessed. ‘‘ Hav- 
ing once died, they shall die no more; death shall 
have no more dominion over them.” We pro- 
nounce them blessed, because they are removed from 
a world of disorder, temptation and sin; from men 
of deceit, violence and war ; and, we hope, have join- 
ed the general assembly of the righteous, the chil- 
dren of the Most Hign, where they have before them 
an eternity of peaceful, uninterrupted, complete en- 
joyment. Happy indeed are all such favoured sub- 
jects of the Lord of Hosts. 

The discourse applies with singular propriety to 
thosewho are young. : 
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You are now inthe morning of life. While in 
health, you are full of expectation and hope. I do 
not wish to make you sad. I remember the vernal 
days of youth, although the wintry season of old age 
hath overtaken me. I only wish you to be wise. 
What may we suppose your young friend, whose 
lips are now sealed in death, would say to you, were 
she permitted to speak from the world of spirits? 
Would she not address you, as wisdom personified, 
addressed her children long ago? ‘‘ Hearken unto 
me, hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it not. 
Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily 
at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. For 
whoso findeth me, findeth life, and shall obtain fa- 
vour of the Lord !” 

Would she not exhort you, as the wise preacher 
of Israel, exhorted persons of your age ; “‘ Remember 
now your Creator, in the days of your youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when you shall say, you have no pleasure in them.” 

Alas, my hearers, particularly the young, to whom 
I am now speaking, the evil days may be drawing 
nigh much faster than you are aware! Days of weak- 
ness, of sorrow and of suffering, are numbered 
among the evil days; and such evil days may be 
approaching, although you are still young. The 
' days of old age, feeble, disconsolate old age, have 
always been considered as evil days. The exherta- 
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tion to you is, Remember your Creator now, in the 
days of youth, in the season of health, in the time of 
the highest expectation and hope. In your first, 
which are in many respects, your best days, give 
your attention to Religion. Give your heart to 
God. Make Religion your first business, before 
you suffer your thoughts to be attached to the vani- 
ties and pleasures of the world. Listen to the words 
of ‘the Son of God, to him who came to instruct, to 
save you, and make you happy. Seek first, said he, 
in one of his excellent discourses, seek first the 
kingdom of God, and the righteousness thereof ; 
you may then rest assured, that he will add to your 
portion, whatever his wisdom shall see, will be best 
for you. But, my young friends, should you do, as 
many have dene, should you determine first to se- 
cure temporal riches, and indulge in temporal pleas- 
ures, and afterwards, if you have time, you may pos- 
sibly think of God and of heaven. Should you thus 
conduct, and early in life, give your whole attention 
to worldly possessions and worldly pleasures, there 
is great danger, that you will continue the pursuit in 
which you early engage, as long as you live. 

The power of God, we know, is infinite. He can 
convert the vilest sinner. But holy men have warned 
us, and in language which demands our attention. 
“* He that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, 
shall suddenly be destroyed. and that without rem- 


11 
edy.”? Can the Ethiopean change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots? Then may it be expected that 
those will change their dispositions and habits and 
become pious and good, who have accustomed them- 
selves to do evil. While there is great reason to 
hope, that those who early engage in the practice of 
that which is good, will persevere in the right way, 
there is equal reason to fear, that such as give their 
first thoughts, and their first strength to folly and 
vice, will go on in the way which they have chosen, 
until they plunge into ruin. 

The motives to early piety are many, and they are 
powerful. God spake in this wise to the children of 
men; “I love them that love me, and those that 
seek me early shall find me.” Like encouraging 
language is used by the Apostle Paul; ‘‘ Godliness 
hath the promise of the life which now is, and of that 
which 1s to come.” __ 

Our passage through life is attended with so much 
difficulty, so many dangers and trials, that we want 
comforts and supports which the world cannot give 
us; but in the near view of death, our want of com- 
forts and supports, will be felt with peculiar sensi- 
bility. Language cannot describe the anguish of a 
guilty soul, about to leave the world, destitute of a 
good hope of acceptance with God. Religion, my 
young friends, will save you from that dreadful an- 
guish. If you have hearkened to the voice of wis- 
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dom, if you have early devoted yourselves to God, 
if you have believed on his son and humbly endeav- 
oured to cbey him, you need not fear when he shall 
eall for you. Remember what Jesus said unto his 
disciples while he was yet with them; ‘Let not 
your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe 

alsoin me. In my Father’s house are many man- 

sions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I 

go to prepare a place for you; and if I go and pre- 

pare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am ye may be also.” 

No words can be more consoling. This consolation 

you may have if you humbly and faithfully obey the 

voice of the Redeemer. 

This consolation many christians have possessed. 
in their last days, and this consolation your young 
friend, had when she found her flesh and heart were 
failing, and that she was drawing near the time of her 
departure. Nothing but the prospect which the gos- 
pel presents to ker, believing view, could have recons 
culed her to so early a separation from her nearest 
friends, and from all that the youthful mind can en- 
joy or fondly anticipate. Nothing but faith in the 
great truths of Religion, could have given her such 
calmness and resignation, when she expected, in a 
short time, toclose her eyes on every thing temporal. 
When the world and all things in it were withdraw- 
ing from her sight, eternity opened to her view, with- 
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eut terrors. ‘The nearer she drew to the close of 
life, the more bright were her prospects of things 
heavenly and everlasting. God grant you may all 
possess, such hopes and comforts, as your young 
friend appeared to possess, in her last days, and at 
the last hours of her continuance in life. 

The subject which we have been considering ap- 
plies, not only to the young, who are now growing 
up as the tender. grass, and appear as the flowers of 
the field, but it applies to persons of every age, and 
of every condition. 

With great propriety then we may press the ex- 
hortation given by Soloman in his book, called the 
Preacher, ‘“‘ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whether 
thou goest.’? And a greater than Soloman said, with 
application to himself, ‘I must work the work of 
him that sent me, while it is day, the night cometh, 
when no man can work.”? And to all who attended 
on his instructions he said, ‘ Labour not for the 
meat which perisheth, but for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life.” And, ‘‘ what ‘shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul? And what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul ? 

People of every age, and in every condition of 
life, have works to perform. The day time of life, 
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isthe season in which all our works are to be accom- 
plished... The shades of the evening will spread 
themselves over us; the darkness of the night will 
cover us; and. then we cannot work. The principal 
work which we have to do while on earth, is to pre- 
pare for heaven. By the gracious appointment of 
God, we are placed under instruction and discipline, 
wisely suited.to form in us such dispositions of mind, 
such habits of; piety, resignation and meekness, as 
shall, in some good measure, qualify us for the soci- 
ety and employment of that happy state, where those 
who have obeyed the gospel of the Son of God, shall 
dwell together forever. 

As the subject applies to people of every age, and 
every condition in life, we shall do well to call our- 
selves to account, and endeavour to ascertain how 
far we have progressed in the work which we have 
to do; what progress we have made in religion, and 
in our preparation for the world of spirits. We are 
frequently admonished of our frailty. No age is se- 
cure from the arrest of death. ‘‘ Verily every man 
at his best state is altogether vanity.” ‘‘ He cometh 
forth like a flower and is cut down, he fleeth also as 
as a shadow and continueth not.’”? Death has reign- 
ed in all ages of the world, and over all descriptions 
of persons; the young and the old, the wise and the 
foolish; the righteous and the wicked. — All are 
alike under the sentence. All are of the dust, and to 
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the dust, all return. But blessed be God, death shall 
not always reign. ‘The grave shall not always con- 
fine the offspring of God. Although our beloved 
friends must be laid in the dust and see corruption,he 


who hath conquered death will bring them again 
into life, with bodies pure and incorruptible ; for we 


are assured, ‘‘ This corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality, 
so when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortallity, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, death is swallowed up in victory.”? He whosit- 
teth upon the throne, which the Father hath given 
him, and hath the keys of death, and of the invisible 
world, hath said, ‘‘ Behold I make all things new.” 
In the exercise of a strong and lively faith, in the 
character and work of the Son of God, we may tri- 
umph over that enemy, who is now destroying our 
choicest comforts, and depriving us of our dearest 
friends. In holy exultation we may say, in our last 
moments, and when we find our ‘flesh and our hearts 
are failing,” ‘‘O death where is thy sting! O grave 
where is thy victory ! The sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” : 
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